
 

State of the Lake 
 

Happy New Year and thanks to all who made 2014 a great year 
for our lake association.  We reached a record in the number of 
individuals who are members.  109 members! 
 
I want to update you on two issues: 
 
#1. Watercraft inspection at our public access 
 
In 2014, we paid $3160 for labor to inspect boats entering and exiting Little Sand Lake. 
We also purchased a road counter to determine the time of day and day of the week 
people used our public access.  The information from the road counter is being used to 
help us better schedule inspection hours for 2015. 
 
The Good News is only 2% of boats had the drain plug in on arrival.  (The 
statewide average is about 15%) The Hubbard county rate was 2.37%, which is down 
from 5.32% in 2013.  Hopefully we can cut the rate to less than 1% in 2015. 
 
In addition, the 2014 MN State Government granted money to counties to help prevent 
the spread of AIS.  So in 2015, state funds will be used to pay for 288 hour of our 344 
total inspection hours.  We will have to pay $1054. 
 
At this time Little Sand Lake is free and clear of all AIS.  Lets keep it clean. 
 
#2.  Sandpiper pipeline 
 
A few days ago we sent you information from Hubbard County COLA regarding the 
Sandpiper pipeline.  Hopefully you took time to read it. 
 
At the last board meeting, the Little Sand Lake decided not to take a position on the 
pipeline, but to leave it up to individuals to decide. 
 
A few things to keep in mind: 
• Hubbard County COLA is not against a pipeline being built, but would like the 

pipeline rerouted to avoid so many sensitive lakes, wetlands, and rivers. 
• Enbridge has a rather poor record of preventing and managing oil spills from 

pipelines. 
• The oil is currently being shipped via rail and that is not without risk.  A derailment in 

a small ND town caused a massive fire last year.  These trains travel through some 
major metro areas, and the Bakken oil from western ND is particularly volatile. 

 



 

• Oil trains have blocked intersections causing fire, police, and ambulances to be 
delayed in responding to emergencies. 

• Oil trains have caused issues for farmers trying to ship grain and has increased 
shipping costs about 8 times the previous cost.  

• Several alternative pipeline routes through less environmentally sensitive areas than 
the proposed Sandpiper route have been identified, and the MN Public Utilities 
Commission has directed Enbridge to study and seriously consider these. 

 
So please stay informed and make your position known to our elected officials. 
 
Looking forward to a great 2015. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Wayne R Swanson 
wswanson8@gmail.com 

 


